
Cacti Installation
Cacti and all of its dependencies can by installed through apt-get on Ubuntu 

16.04. This guide will also install cacti-spine, which is a faster way to poll 

servers for information than the default php script.

sudo apt-get update

sudo apt-get install snmpd cacti cacti-spine

The snmpd daemon should be installed and configured on each cloud server 

you would like to graph. In this guide, we will only be graphing the VPS where 

cacti is installed. The configuration of the snmpd daemon will happen later in 

the article.

This installation will pull in quite a few packages that require user-intervention.

If you have not set up MySQL, you will be prompted for a root user password. 

Make your selection and confirm the password to continue.

  ?????????????????????? Configuring 
mysql-server-5.5 ???????????????????????

  ? While not mandatory, it is highly recommended that you set a 
password   ? 

  ? for the MySQL administrative "root" 
user.                               ? 

  ?                                                                         
? 

  ? If this field is left blank, the password will not be 
changed.          ? 

  ?                                                                         
? 

  ? New password for the MySQL "root" 
user:                                 ? 

  ?                                                                         
? 



  ? 
_______________________________________________________________________ ? 

  ?                                                                         
? 

  ?                                                                     ? 

  ?                                                                         
? 

  ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
? 

Next, press “Return” or “Enter” to acknowledge a configuration change in php.

     ?????????????????????? Configuring libphp-adodb ??????????????????????

     ?                                                                    ? 

     ? WARNING: include path for php has changed!                         ? 

     ?                                                                    ? 

     ? libphp-adodb is no longer installed in /usr/share/adodb. New       ? 

     ? installation path is now /usr/share/php/adodb.                     ? 

     ?                                                                    ? 

     ? Please update your php.ini file. Maybe you must also change your   ? 

     ? web-server configuraton.                                           ? 

     ?                                                                    ? 

     ?                                                                ? 

     ?                                                                    ? 

     ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 

The initial configuration of Cacti also happens during installation. There are a 

few questions you need to answer. Select “Apache2” from the list of web 



servers.

 ????????????????????????????? Configuring 
cacti ?????????????????????????????

 ? Please select the webserver type for which cacti should be automatically 
? 

 ? configured.                                                              
? 

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ? Select "None/Others" if you would like to configure your webserver by    
? 

 ? hand.                                                                    
? 

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ? Webserver type                                                           
? 

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ?                                Apache2                                   
? 

 ?                                Lighttpd                                  
? 

 ?                                None/Others                               
? 

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ?                                                                       ? 

 ?                                                                          



? 

 ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?? 

After Cacti configures apache, the installation sets up a MySQL account for the 

application. Select “Yes” to allow a generic database configuration.

 ????????????????????????????? Configuring 
cacti ?????????????????????????????

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ? The cacti package must have a database installed and configured before   
? 

 ? it can be used.  This can be optionally handled with dbconfig-common.    
? 

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ? If you are an advanced database administrator and know that you want to  
? 

 ? perform this configuration manually, or if your database has already     
? 

 ? been installed and configured, you should refuse this option.  Details   
? 

 ? on what needs to be done should most likely be provided in               
? 

 ? /usr/share/doc/cacti.                                                    
? 

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ? Otherwise, you should probably choose this option.                       
? 

 ?                                                                          
? 



 ? Configure database for cacti with dbconfig-common?                       
? 

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ?                                                                  ? 

 ?                                                                          
? 

 ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?? 

Provide the password for the administration of the Cacti database that you set 

up during the MySQL configuration.

  ???????????????????????????? Configuring 
cacti ????????????????????????????

  ? Please provide the password for the administrative account with 
which   ? 

  ? this package should create its MySQL database and 
user.                 ? 

  ?                                                                         
? 

  ? Password of the database's administrative 
user:                         ? 

  ?                                                                         
? 

  ? 
_______________________________________________________________________ ? 

  ?                                                                         
? 

  ?                                                             ? 

  ?                                                                         
? 



  ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
? 

Next, it asks for a password for Cacti to use with the database. This is an 

internal password that you should not ever have to use, so it is okay if you just 

press “Enter” to create a random password.

    ?????????????????????????? Configuring cacti ??????????????????????????

    ? Please provide a password for cacti to register with the database   ? 

    ? server.  If left blank, a random password will be generated.        ? 

    ?                                                                     ? 

    ? MySQL application password for cacti:                               ? 

    ?                                                                     ? 

    ? ___________________________________________________________________ ? 

    ?                                                                     ? 

    ?                                                         ? 

    ?                                                                     ? 

    ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 



Web Configuration

The rest of the configuration will be done through a web browser. Open your 

web browser and navigate to your server ip address or domain name with 

“/cacti” on the end.

http:///pcX.ws.nsrc.org/cacti

The first page you will see is an introduction to the Cacti software. Click “Next 

>>” when you are finished reading. Click "Next >>" again on the following 

page since this is a new installation.

The next page shows the application paths of the “helper” applications that 

Cacti uses to operate. All of the applications should be green and marked with 

“[FOUND]”. Click “Finish” to continue.

Press “Next >>”

One-Time Setup



Choose “New Install” and press “Next >>” again.

The next page shows the application paths of the “helper” applications that 
Cacti uses to operate. All of the applications should be green and marked with 
“[FOUND]”. Click “Finish” to continue.



Next, you’ll be asked to enter the Cacti user name and password. These are not
the passwords you entered during installation. Instead, enter the following 
default values.



First time login use:

username:admin

password:admin

Now you must change the admin password.Please use the workshop password

provided in class.



Cacti: Fix Localhost Graphs

There is a minor bug with Cacti version 0.8.8a. In order to start

generating the default graphs for the Localhost entry (preconfigured at

install) you need to do the following:

1.  After logging in click on the ”console” tab.

2.  Click on ”System Utilities” bottom left of the screen.

3.  Click on ”Rebuild Poller Cache

That’s it. Now if you click on the ”graphs” tab you will see graphs for your 
localhost appear within  5 minutes.



I will issue out the class devices to monitor during the exercise

The installation should complete as expected.
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